Pediatric dentists' willingness to participate in practice-based research networks.
The purpose of this study was to determine the willingness of pediatric dentists to participate in practice-based research networks (PBRNs) and the factors associated with their willingness. A 29-item cross-sectional survey was collected from pediatric dentists in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Utah, and Montana. Logistic regression models were used to test for demographic and educational factors associated with a willingness to participate in PBRNs. Of 337 surveys mailed or emailed, 171 (51 percent) were returned. Seventy-four (43 percent) pediatric dentists expressed a willingness to participate in PBRNs. Younger age (P=.01), greater number of regularly read scientific journals (P=.04), frequent utilization of scientific web searches (P=.05), national dental meetings for practice guidance (P=.001), lack of concern about time to participate (P=.01), and quality of data obtained in PBRN studies (P=.03) were associated with increased willingness to participate. Caries prevention was the most important topic in which to conduct more research. There is a broad base of pediatric dentists willing to participate in dental practice-based research networks. Younger age and greater utilization of certain practice guidance resources were associated with increased willingness to participate. Practitioner demand for additional research is in the area of caries prevention.